
 
SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT - C 

March 17, 2019 

First Reading –  Genesis 15:5-12, 17-18 

Responsorial Psalm – Psalm 27 

Second Reading – Philippians 3:17-4:1  

Gospel – Luke 9:28-36  

 
My dear people of  God:  
 
I wish  to start our reflection today  by saying  that our Responsorial 
Psalm, “The Lord is my light and my salvation”, truly  expresses that  
the Lord indeed  is OUR LIGHT  and OUR  SALVATION.   
 
Please understand that the Lord does not only  save  us  from  the  fire 
of hell after we leave  this  planet, our  Lord  saves  us  also  from  ugly  
situations and  adverse predicaments during  our lifetime; here and 
now.   This is beautifully portrayed in Abraham’s story. 
 
Chapter 15, verse 1 tells us that Abraham had a vision and heard God 
say to him that  He will shield him from danger  and give him a great 
reward. This  promise of  being  shielded from danger  refers  to  the  
earlier episode in chapter 14, verses 11-16, when four kings, Amraphel 
of Babylonia, Arioch  of  Elazar, Chedorlaomer  of Elam,  and  Tidal of 
Goiim conquered Sodom and Gomorrah, took as loot everything from 
there, including captives. Lot, Abraham’s nephew was taken captive 
too.  Abraham conquered the four kings and rescued Lot, and all of the 
prisoners and their possessions.  The king of Sodom was extremely 
grateful to Abraham that he wanted to reward him--which he refused.  



At this point, we could safely conclude that God assured Abraham of 
His protection from all danger.   
 
Since Abraham refused the reward offered by the king of Sodom,  God 
promised Abraham a great reward.  And this is where our first reading 
is situated.   
 
Please bear in mind the “great reward” promised by God did not  
matter to Abraham at this time. Why? Because he had no son.  He only 
had servants (verse 3). The fact that Abraham was childless gave him 
extreme anxiety, despite God’s earlier promise in chapter 12 to make 
him a father of many nations.   
 
We can imagine that it was a starry night when God talked to  Abraham 
because He took him out and said: “  "Look up at the sky and count the 
stars, if you can.  Just so," He added, "shall your   descendants be."   
Abram put his faith in the LORD, who credited it to him as an act of 
righteousness (verse 6).  In verse 7, God said to him:   "I am the LORD 
who brought you from Ur of the Chaldeans to give you this land as a 
possession."   
 
Brothers and sisters, please know that the response of God was so 
personal: it was a reminder for Abraham of his humble  
beginnings/past. At this point, we are assured of the integrity and 
dynamism of  God because He reminded Abraham that He alone was 
the actor in Abraham’s transformation. Abraham had no participation 
(except his consent/faith) in his material progress after he left the land 
of his origin. At first glance, there seemed to be a doubt  on the part of 
Abraham on how God can accomplish such promise. He even asked God 
how could the promise be fulfilled:  "O Lord GOD," he asked,   "how am 
I to know that I shall possess it?"  Here is a picture of  Abraham the 
believer, but  a “practical one”. {I wish to make a pause  here: he might 
have spoken for you and for me too}.  Abraham  challenged  Yahweh by  



demanding  a  firm certainty:  “How  am I to understand your promise 
of inheritance”? How am I to interpret this promise of yours? 
 
Abram needed a sign. Let us dissect Abraham’s heart now.   We could  
safely guess that this did not proceed from distrust of God’s 
might/power.  For the strengthening and the confirmation of his own 
faith, he believed (verse 6), and he prayed. {At this point, please allow 
me to say that we can see ourselves in Abraham’s story}.We all need 
help and should pray for God’s help to confirm/strengthen our faith.   
 
Accordingly, God directed Abraham to make preparations for a 
sacrifice, intending by that sacrifice to give him a sign.   Abraham made 
all the preparations (verses 9-11). We can imagine that Abraham may 
have expected some extraordinary sign from heaven; but God gave him 
a sign upon a sacrifice and during  a sacrifice.   
 
To me, it makes a lot of sense that when we expect a sign from God,  
such sign should be in the context of prayer. In the case of Abraham, it 
was in the context of a sacrifice.  In the Catholic church, if we must  
receive the assurances of God’s favor, and would have our faith 
confirmed, then we must pay attention to the church’s sacraments  
instituted by Christ Himself, and expect to meet Him in those  
sacraments.   
 
My dear people of God: We always ask:  “How can we make sense out 
of divine revelation when it doesn’t make sense in our actual lives as 
the recipients of God’s revelation?”  Today, I pray that Abraham’s story 
may help us make sense of what God tells us. 
  
Now, let us go to the Second Reading.   
 
From experience, we know that we are profoundly influenced by the 
company we keep. Here in our second reading, Paul counsels the 



Philippian Christians to imitate him and others like him rather than the 
“enemies of the cross” (verse 18).   Paul encouraged them to take  note 
of  the character  of the company  they  should keep.  The Book of 
Proverbs would be a source of reminder for us: “Walk with the wise 
and you become wise, but the companion of fools fares badly” 
(Proverbs 13:20). 
 
Paul also counseled other Christians to imitate him. He told the 
Corinthian Christians: “Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ” (1 
Corinthians 11:1).  Paul’s strong words are important because they  
reveal the source of Paul’s trustworthiness. Paul imitates CHRIST - and 
so Paul has now become a trustworthy guide whom people can follow 
with confidence.  
 
Paul understood the value of a Christ-like example, so he advised his  
young student Timothy: “but set an example for those who believe, in 
speech, conduct, love, faith, and purity” (1 Timothy 4:12). 
 
Now back to our reading:  Paul wanted the Philippian Christians not to 
follow the “enemies of the cross of Christ”.  There may have been in  
that Philippian  congregation  some  people who opposed the need to  
embrace the cross and accept its singular saving grace. Paul was  
concerned with those who were seeking/intending to destroy the 
infant  Philippian congregation  by  their misbehavior. The expression 
“Their God is their stomach” (3:19b) was a common phrase which 
meant, “he thinks only about food - to the extent that food controls his 
life.”  The expression “their glory is in their ‘shame’” (still on verse 19) 
denotes an attitude or a conduct that leads to disgrace or shame.   
While it would seem unlikely that a person would glory in his/her 
shame, it sometimes happens. And glorying in the conduct that brings 
about shame is more common. The daring deviant behavior (like drug 
addiction and sexual conquests) of a depraved person, even if such 
behavior has besmirched his reputation,   gives him glory.  



 
Paul used the expression “Their minds are occupied with earthly 
things“(3:19d) in order to contrast with spiritual things or Godly things 
which would lead to obtaining one’s citizenship in heaven (3:20a). This 
is the point, brothers and sisters!   
 
We live on earth today, and have earthly needs, such as food, clothing, 
shelter, and more.  We do our household chores and we  fulfill  our  
obligations pertinent  to  our  earthly citizenship. The  point  of  Paul is: 
If  we  need  to do these things, then, with  more  reason  we need  to  
do the  things that  pertain to  our  heavenly  citizenship.   
 
As  citizens of heaven, we need  to  fulfill  our obligations and stand  
firm  in the Lord  so  as  to merit  His  action  of  “changing  our  lowly 
bodies  to conform to His glorified body at His Second Coming. 
 
Now, let us take a look at our gospel.   
 
Luke described Jesus as taking Peter, James, and John, and went up the 
mountain to pray.  There are six salient points that I want  all of us today 
to take note of: 
 
First: the event happened on a mountain, a place of special revelation. 
Both Moses and Elijah had received revelation on mountains. Please 
recall that Moses received the Ten Commandments on Mount Sinai 
(Exodus 20:1-17).  Elijah fled to Mount Horeb (another  name for Mount 
Sinai),  and there God spoke to him in "a sound of soft  whisper" (1 
Kings 19:12).   The  mention  of the  mountain  is important   here 
because  the   Hebrews  always  knew   that God  revealed  Himself  or   
talked    to them  on  the  mountain.  And because  the  mountain  was  
the constant location  of the  revelation  of God,  the Hebrews  also  
believed  that  Moses  and  Elijah were   expected to appear on the  
mountain  at the coming of the messianic age.    



 
Second:  the appearance of these two men points to Jesus fulfilling 
specific prophecies associated with them as well as the more general 
notion of Jesus as the fulfillment of all of scripture.  These two men  
represent  the “law and the prophets”.  Moses represented God, the 
Lawgiver;  while  Elijah is considered the greatest of all the prophets.   
 
In Deuteronomy 18, verse 15, Moses while  giving  instructions  on how 
should  Israelites  conduct  themselves  after  occupying  the “Land” 
that God promised them,  declared:  The Lord  God   would  send  you a 
prophet like me (meaning Moses) from among  your  own people. If 
Canaan was viewed by  the Israelites like an earthly  heaven  after  their 
slavery in Egypt, occupying such  land  was viewed  to be  the slow  
unfolding  of  the  “messianic age”.      
 
Malachi  spoke  in chapter 4, verse 5  that  Elijah would  come  again  to  
start reconciliation between  fathers and sons. And  Jesus  Himself  
referred to this  belief  while  giving  praise to  the  role  of John the 
Baptist in His teaching   in Matthew’s gospel  in chapter   17, verse 12.   
That “Elijah was  to come  again”  was always  in the  hearts  of the 
Jews.   Now, in today’s  gospel, we know that indeed  Elijah came, 
though  not in the  way  the Jews  were thinking .         
 
Third:   the context  of the  Transfiguration:  it happened while  Jesus 
was  praying.   While he was praying his face changed in appearance 
and his clothing became dazzling white.  And behold, two men were 
conversing with him, Moses and Elijah,   who appeared in glory and 
spoke of his exodus that he was going to accomplish in Jerusalem. 
Please  recall  also  from our  first  reading  that  Abraham prayed  to  
God in order to  be  clarified  on how God would  fulfill  His  promise  of  
a great  reward – that  is,  making him possess  the  land. 
 



Fourth:  the word  that  Luke used  in portraying  the conversation 
between Jesus and the two men was EXODUS.  The Greek term EXODUS 
translated as "departure" in English, referred to Jesus' exodus from this 
world through His suffering, death, and resurrection into heaven.  That 
is where these two men now dwell - with God.  That exodus can only 
happen in accord with what Jesus Himself had predicted:  that He must 
first suffer, be killed, and be raised on the third day (from an earlier 
verse, verse 22). 
 
Peter’s  reaction  to the  presence  of these two people (obviously from 
heaven)  was:  let us make  three  tents”(verse  33).  He was  drunk  with  
heavenly  joy and  did not  want  to be sober  again; he did not want  to  
leave the mountain anymore. “It is good to be here. . this is a messianic 
spot for us to camp out ”. There must be heaven. John Lennon and the 
Beatles were certainly wrong in singing “Imagine there’s no Heaven. . . 
.”    
 
Fifth:  the description of the “dazzling identity of Jesus” (verse 29) 
presents to us a reminder of how the face  of  Moses  became  radiant 
upon experiencing the presence of God in Exodus 34:29-35. In today’s  
gospel,  Luke  is telling  us that the  face of  Jesus was the face of  God 
Himself in all His  GLORY.  
 
Sixth: the most dramatic proclamation of Jesus’ identity comes with the 
voice of God in verse 35. The basic message echoes the divine words 
spoken at Jesus’ baptism (3:22), but there are notable differences: the 
message at Jesus’ baptism was spoken directly to Jesus (“You are my 
son”); while in today’s  gospel,  the message is for the disciples’ 
transformation and  strengthening (“This is my Chosen Son”).   
 
Then there was the voice mandating the apostles to listen to Jesus 
(verse 35). The story ends with the imposed silence (verse 36). 
 



At His baptism, the adjective that  the  Father used  in describing  the  
sonship of Jesus  was  “beloved”. And again, this was directed to  Jesus. 
In today’s  gospel,  the  Father used the adjective “chosen”  in order  to 
further describe   the  relationship of  Jesus with  Him as  His Father.   
And this was  directed  to  the  three  disciples who witnessed the  
Transfiguration so that  they will  put  their faith into their Master as  
the ONE and ONLY  MESSIAH  CHOSEN  BY  GOD.  
 
My dear  people  of  God:  today,  as we celebrate  the  second Sunday  
of Lent, let us  place our TRUST unto the ONE, Whom the three  apostles 
saw as GOD.  He is the Chosen One by the Father.  Abraham   trusted in 
the words of God. Paul imitated the One Who has the  POWER  to 
transform  our  mortal  bodies;  He  is  THE   LIGHT  and OUR  SALVATION 
not  only  after   we leave  this planet, but while  we are  still on it.  
AMEN. 
 
 


