
TWENTY SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME-B  

September 2, 2018  

First Reading – Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-8 

Responsorial Psalm – Psalm 15:2-3, 4-5 

Second Reading – James 1:17-18, 21B-22, 27  

Gospel – Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

 

My dear people of God: 

Today, I pray that we will be able to grasp the wisdom and profundity of our 

readings.  

The first reading is about obedience to the law in order to keep our 

relationship with God in the optimum level.   

The second reading  is about  responding  to  the  generosity  of  God  as part 

of  our openness to  be molded  by Him constantly by being  generous to 

others.  

The gospel is about how we are to discern what really is the spirit of the law 

that we are observing and fulfilling.  Jesus teaches us that it is the spirit of the 

law that makes that law a rule of life.      

In our First Reading, we heard about the necessity of the law given by God 

through Moses, in the Book of Deuteronomy.  Moses  made  them understand  

that  laws  were  legislated   in order  to  guarantee a  wonderful  relationship  

between them and   God who  rescued  them  from  the  clutches of Pharaoh.   

It would be in their   best interest   if they kept those laws.  

Deuteronomy characterizes the relationship between the people and God. 

These “statutes and ordinances” represent a gracious invitation into the 

relationship. Not simply commands issued from on high, these are teachings 

given through patient education to form the character of the people of God. 

These teachings bring life rather than perfection (Deuteronomy 4:1). Following 



them leads to life - and importantly,   life in a space marked by freedom. This 

collection of “statutes and ordinances” represent the wisdom of the years 

communicated to the people so that they may learn and benefit from the 

experiences of previous generations to enable life at a higher quality. 

Please  be aware  that the  “emphasis on obedience”  in our first reading  is of 

paramount  importance because  of  the  need  of a  firm  structure  and  

identity of the Israelites as a people.  They have been slaves under Pharaoh’s 

domination and were psychologically/emotionally wounded.  They were  not,   

in any  way,  in any manner,  prepared  to  be  self-governing  nation   under a  

loving  God,  Yahweh.  Pharaoh was cruel.  Then, they became a wandering 

nation    in the wilderness after their slavery in Egypt.  They needed   these 

“statutes and ordinances” to help them in their recovery and rehabilitation as a 

people.   They were the perfect candidates to easily slip back into old and 

comfortable but harmful practices.  Moses encouraged   the people to embrace   

something far greater than the options they used in the past to offer them a 

more secure future.  

 

Obedience to the path, as God layed it out, invited the people to experience 

prosperity in the land that God offered them.  He wanted them to manifest a 

willingness to participate in their own formation, to be God’s people, to live by 

God’s standards, and to express the radical difference of identity that comes 

with belonging to the community of God’s people.  

 

Precisely because the “statutes and ordinances” of God were far more 

demanding and called  for a higher way of living than other values and 

options made  it necessary for Moses once again to speak to those who needed  

a new start.  This way required critical change since it called   for a way of life 

that differed   from the dominant culture they were subjected into.    

 

Yahweh wanted His people to be great. This appeal to greatness carried with 

it also the appeal to a visible greatness. Obedience to the way of God not only 

made   the people great but noticeably great to the surprise and perhaps envy 

of other nations.  Other nations would take notice of the different choices, 

values, and character of this people formed by God, seen here as “wisdom and 

discernment” (verse 6). The witness of the people will also beckon to the 

difference of their religious encounter - a power near at hand to save, to 

comfort, to grant a new start (verse 7). 

 



Brothers and sisters, let us pause for a while and reflect on obedience. We 

must realize that obedience is not a good in itself. It is not an end; it is a 

means.   Obedience is a tool that works for the promotion of justice in the 

community. Through obedience, those who follow God’s “statutes and 

ordinances” enact the vision of righteous community, conspicuously different 

in all the ways that the world today needs to ensure full thriving for all.  Just 

imagine the chaos and harm that would result if we did not follow traffic 

rules.  

Now let us go to the second reading. 

My dear  brothers  and sisters:   for us  to profit  much  from the  second 

reading, let us  try  to know the context  with which  James wrote this letter:  

he wrote  it  to Jewish Christians. They were subjected to a lot of trials (verse 

1).  He admonished them to keep their faith despite trials knowing that   trials 

would produce perseverance.       

Today’s second reading begins in verse 17.  In verses 17 and 18, James says:  

“Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the 

Father of lights, with whom can be no variation, nor turning shadow.  Of his 

own will he brought us forth by the word of truth, that we should be a kind of 

first fruits of his creatures”.  

For James, it is extremely edifying to note that “every good gift and every 

perfect gift is from above” (verse 17).  We could paraphrase   it to sound like:  

“every generous giving and every perfect gift is from above.” We know that 

God is good.  But we must   be able  to show that because  of  God’s  goodness  

to  us,  we have  become generous givers too;   that by receiving God’s  gifts,  

we ourselves  were  made  better  persons, hence we are able to  give.  Just  

two weeks ago, we  have  seen  on TV  and through the  internet, how  

devastated  Kerala in India was  due to  the  floods.  This is an opportunity for 

us to show that we were made better persons by God when we help those flood 

victims.  

The expression of James “coming down from the Father of lights” (in verse 

17b), will take us back to the story of creation, where “God said, ‘Let there be 

light,’ and there was light” (Genesis 1:3) - and God creating the great lights of 

the heavens (Genesis 1:14-18). 



Light and darkness are used in both Old and New Testaments as metaphors 

for a series of opposites:  (1) good and evil; (2) order and chaos; (3) security 

and danger; (4) joy and sorrow (5) life and death; (6) salvation and 

condemnation.  

In the conflict between light and darkness, light always wins.  Darkness can 

never dispel light.  Light always dispels darkness. As we continue  to  meditate  

on the  remaining  portion  of verse 17,   we  begin to  understand  that with 

and in God, there  can be no variation, nor  turning shadow” (verse  17c).   We 

think of the sun, moon, and stars as ever faithful.   But the heavenly lights are 

often obscured by clouds or eclipse.  God is not like that.  God is 

unchangeable; never given to eclipse.  He is accessible to us by day and night, 

through times both good and bad, even in life and in death.  When James  said 

in verse 18  that God “of his own will,  brought us forth  by the word of truth”,  

we must  take it  to mean  that God  deliberately and   resolutely  carried  out 

His Divine  Will when  He created us. He had a singular determination in 

everything that He did and still does when we cooperate with His grace.   

For what reason?   So that we would become a kind of first fruits of His 

creatures”. We are   the first offsprings of the God of Light, the God of Life. 

We are not only precious to God, but we are also the   signs of the beginning of 

a great harvest - a church that will spread the news of Jesus to every corner of 

the world.  How?    By being doers of the word.    Verse 27 tells us to go 

beyond merely   hearing the word. We must live it.  Pure religion is not a set 

of beliefs. It is   a way of life. Let us live that LIFE.  Not to live that life would 

bring us disaster.  Do you still remember two weeks ago when I asked to spell 

LIVE in reverse?  It would be E V I L.     

 

Now, let us go to the gospel. Last Sunday, we finished reading the Eucharistic 

Discourse of Jesus as narrated   by John.   Today’s gospel is from Mark, 

chapter seven.  

Please know that Mark said in verse 1 that the Pharisees and scribes with 

whom Jesus had this argument, came from Jerusalem.   down to Galilee.  And 

please know that the locus (place) of our episode is in Galilee (where there 

were plenty of gentiles). In straight linear distance, Galilee is 63 miles from 

Jerusalem. It is 68 miles in walking distance.   These Pharisees and scribes 

traveled sixty plus miles (three days) just to pick a quarrel with our Savior.  

Why? Because  they knew that  their  position as leaders  of the  people  was  



slowly and subtly  challenged by  Him. His reputation now preceded Him.  

Had they come so far to be taught by Him, their zeal would have been 

commendable.  But they came to check on the progress of His gospel.  They 

were intimidated by His preaching and lifestyle.  

 

Being  from Jerusalem, they always  pretended not only to have  a pre-

eminence above the  rural  or  country  clergy, but they also thought to have 

an  authority over  the rural  or  country clergy.  They  came  as  leaders  from 

the  capital (where  the  Temple  was located), and  investigated  Him. 

We will try to see what happened in this episode: In verses 2 to 8,   Christ had 

a dispute with the scribes and Pharisees about eating with unwashed hands. 

Jesus scored well against His investigators in verse six by calling them 

hypocrites and citing the prophet Isaiah.  That must have been hard for the 

Jerusalem clerics to take, considering that they were looked upon by the local 

rural folks as experts in the ways of Yahweh.       

My dear people of God: We need to realize that Christ’s coming, was to 

restore the spirit of God’s commandments, including ceremonial laws of 

cleanliness.  Jews particularly washed their hands before they ate. They took 

special care (when they came in from the markets, or from any place where 

different people congregated) to wash their hands.  They supposed that 

gentiles or heathens (or even Jews who were under a ceremonial pollution), 

would   pollute them too.   They added into this ceremonial law the washing of 

cups, and pots, and brazen vessels, even if these cups/pots/vessels never left 

their kitchen.   The spirit of the law was lost.  Its external observance lost its 

relevance.     

What was the practice of Christ’s disciples? They knew what the law was, and 

the common usage; but they understood themselves so well that they would 

not be bound up by it: they ate bread with defiled hands, that is, unwashed. 

And Christ’s vindication of them indicated that He understood the law.  He 

had AUTHORITY.  He argued with the Pharisees concerning the authority by 

which this law was imposed.  It must   have been interesting to watch that 

scene.  The investigators got a good lecture from the ONE who was being 

investigated. 

In verses 14 to 15, Jesus boldly declared that it is that which comes out from 

the heart, our corrupt heart, that defiles us.  Then, in verses  21 to23, He 

enumerates  all that  can defile  the  person: evil thoughts, our immoderate 

desires for   the wealth of the world,  unchastity, theft,  murder, adultery, 



greed,  malice,  deceit,  licentiousness,  envy, blasphemy,  arrogance, and  

folly. 

And here is the  message: We can only become the  person God wants us to be  

if we obey Him, we can only be generous if we acknowledge that  everything 

comes from Him,  that  He wants  us to share His blessings  to others, and  

that  we  can only genuinely follow   His will  when  we  allow Him  to  guide  

us with  His spirit.    

Otherwise, everything will simply be just for show. Amen. 

 


