
SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

May 6, 2018 

First Reading – Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48 

Responsorial Psalm – Psalm 98 

Second Reading – 1 John 4:7-10 

Gospel – John 15:9-17 

 

My dear people of God: 

 

I wish to start our reflection by quoting today’s Responsorial Psalm which goes 

this way:  The Lord has revealed to the nations his saving power.  

 

Today’s First Reading has just demonstrated that indeed, the Lord has revealed 

to the nations His saving power.   We rejoice to conclude from what Peter said 

today that the Gentiles are also called to embrace God. I would love to quote 

from a Protestant theologian who said:  "the ground is level at the foot of the 

cross."   

 

Yes, my dear brothers and sisters, now we realize that “there is no platform of 

religious or ethnic heritage or practice that one must climb to qualify for God's 

saving favor”.  We heard from the declaration of   Peter that no religious nor 

ethnic nor cultural conditions must be met to qualify for God's salvific blessings.  

Cornelius was qualified because God called. God calls everybody to salvation. 

 

I would tend to assume that there must have been some understandable 

awkwardness when Peter and Cornelius met. It was not because of Peter's 

reluctance. The Book of the Acts of the Apostles beautifully narrated the 

enthusiasm of Cornelius. His enthusiastic greeting in which he fell at Peter's feet 

in homage or in reverence (literally, Cornelius worshipped Peter) was indeed a 

manifestation of   respectful gratitude.  

 

Peter did not correct him so forcefully.  Filled with joy at the sight of Peter  

whose message will bring salvation,  and filled with awe  at seeing Peter as the 

one  unto whom an angelic vision said to summon, Cornelius naturally fell  down 

in worship.  But Peter knew better.  Peter declared that he himself was only a 

human being and placed Cornelius and himself on the same footing.  With a 



simple act and firm words, Peter removed from Cornelius's mind and heart the 

difference between Jew and Gentile.  

 

Conversing, they entered the house and encountered a large gathering. Gentiles   

must have heard about the miracles done by the apostles in the name of the 

Risen Lord of the Jews. The response of the Gentiles potentially was as 

enthusiastic as that of the Jews.  

 

Peter preached about an impartial God, who sent Jesus, through Whom peace 

comes, Who is Lord of all people.  Peter declared that God does not show 

favoritism.   He used an expression reflecting ancient Near Eastern practice. 

Literally the expression was "to receive the face". To greet a superior, the 

inferior lowered his face or sank to the earth. If the superior after being greeted 

raised the face of the greeter inferior, it was a sign that the superior recognized 

in high esteem the inferior.  

 

Peter said that "anyone who comes to God must believe that He exists and that He 

rewards those who earnestly seek Him". Cornelius demonstrated belief in God's 

existence and showed his earnestness in seeking God.   

 

Jesus Christ is Lord of all people. The peace Christ achieved is not just for the 

Jews but for all people. The peace Christ brought is the basis for tearing down 

the platforms of ethnic pride and the barriers of ethnic religious prejudice so 

that Jew and Gentile, indeed all persons, can be at peace with each other.   

Peter's bold declaration draws out clearly God's intention announced from the 

very beginning of his Son's saving mission.  Now we know that "all the people" 

includes the Gentiles. Peter shattered the early short-sightedness and 

exclusivism of   the Church.  

 

Salvific blessings come to those who hear, receive, believe and hold fast to the 

word, the Gospel message.  So here the Spirit falls on them, just as Peter speaks 

these words of the welcome promise of forgiveness to all who believe and the 

audience hears the message. 

 

Knowing that he would not get a negative answer, Peter asks, in essence, "Who 

is going to stand in the way of God's work?" Only at the risk of resisting God 

would someone dare to hinder the full incorporation into the Church through 

baptism of Gentiles who have the Spirit's baptism.  So Peter ordered their 

baptism and enjoyed their hospitality for a few days.  The ground is indeed level 

at the foot of the cross.  

 



Now, let us go to the   Second Reading.   John addressed   his community as 

“Beloved”. He exhorted   them to love one another, because love is of God. He 

further said that everyone who loves is begotten by God and knows God. By 

“everyone” who loves, John meant those who love fellow Christians sacrificially, 

as Jesus loved us. In the Semitic sense, “because” here is causal: love is caused 

by God and comes from GOD.  The statement implies that love (the genuine 

love) has its source in God. Inversely, whoever is without love does not know 

God, for God is love.  

 

In this way the love of God was revealed to us: God sent His Only Son into the 

world so that we might have life through Him. In this is love:  not that we have 

loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son as expiation for our sins.  

From John’s antithetical (“either/or”) perspective, which tends to see things in 

terms of polar opposites,  genuine  Christians are those who love  the needy;  

while  those  who do not  love the needy   do not  know the  generous  God. 

 

“God is love.” Please know that this is not a sentence in which subject and 

predicate are interchangeable. “God is love” does not equal “Love is God”.  

LOVE suggests a qualitative force, not a mere abstraction; a quality of God’s 

character is what is described here. To say that ‘God is love’ implies that all His 

activity is loving activity. If He creates, He creates in love; if He rules, He rules 

in love; if He judges, He judges in love. All that He does is the expression of His 

nature, which is – TO LOVE.  

 

We must realize (now after hearing John that because all of God’s activity is 

loving activity and involves the expression of love) that the person who does not 

love does not know God.  If that person loved, he would have acted   in love, 

because all of God’s activity is loving activity. Real love comes from God, and we 

cannot love God except that He loved us first and sent His Son to be the atoning 

sacrifice for our sins. The initiative in this outreach lies with God. 

 

Now, let us go to the Gospel.    As I said last week, we are in the context of the 

Last Supper at the Upper Room.  Our understanding of Jesus’ message with 

respect to the Upper Room Discourse will lead us to realize that    Jesus reveals 

His innermost thoughts to His disciples.  Last words are usually important 

words.  In the Upper Room, John the Evangelist alone records Jesus’ last words 

to His disciples prior to His crucifixion.   

 

We could safely conclude that John’s purpose in writing his Gospel (in John 

20:31) was to produce faith that in turn would yield life.   Believers who possess 

a mature faith are able to be strong and effective witnesses to the lost. But the 

purpose for writing the book need not be exclusive.  We could assume that 



John’s purpose could be seen also as having a broad scope to allow non- 

believers to come to faith and to allow believers to strengthen their faith.  The 

principal way for unbelievers to come to our faith is through the ministry of 

believers.   

Let us situate ourselves at the Upper Room and imagine that Judas is already 

out of the room. Jesus is now ready to speak His last words to His beloved 

disciples prior to His betrayal, trial, and crucifixion. John recorded that no 

sooner had Judas Iscariot “had eaten the morsel that Jesus gave, he went out. It 

was night” in chapter 13, verse 30.  Jesus demonstrated His Love and Servant-

leadership by washing the disciples’s feet and explaining to them the necessity of 

service in verses 4 to11.  

 

Now, back to the gospel.  Those who are willing to serve are those who love.  

Jesus and the Father desire and delight in disciples who love one another.  

Hence, Jesus gave His disciples a new commandment to love one another (John 

13:34-35).  Through their love for one another, the most effective evangelistic 

campaign was about to be waged.  Jesus taught that this love would convince 

unbelievers of the authenticity of the disciples’ relationship with Him.   The 

unity of the Upper Room Discourse can be observed by the focus on LOVE. 

 

Jesus explained love by comparing the love that the Father has for Him with the 

love He has for His disciples. This intimacy is what Jesus wants us, His believers, 

to understand and experience. The love of God is not a static, mystical, or simply 

emotional concept.  Love is always expressed through action as we can read 

from 1 John 3:18. That action usually involves giving. The word means to value, 

esteem, feel or manifest generous concern for, be faithful towards, and to delight 

in.  Several times the Father expressed His delight in the Son.  The Son likewise 

demonstrated His desire to please the Father.   

 

The love that Christ has for the disciples has been shown all through the Gospel.  

He loved them before they loved Him.  His love was displayed vividly towards 

them as He knelt to wash their feet.  However, the next several hours after 

supper would reveal the depth and height of His love.  Jesus esteemed the 

disciples so greatly that He was willing to reveal His innermost thoughts in the 

Upper Room Discourse and pray His High Priestly Prayer.  Then He was willing 

to suffer the woes of crucifixion along with the humiliation associated with this 

act.  Jesus’ love was clearly expressed by His actions.  He was not self-serving; 

on the contrary, He gave His life because of His generous concern for His 

disciples and the entire human race.   

 

Jesus described how the disciples are to abide in His love.  Abiding is 

accomplished through obedience.  Jesus was the perfect example explaining how 



He was obedient to remain in His Father’s love.  Believers are to emulate Christ 

with respect to abiding in love. 

 

To abide in His love requires obedience to His commandments.  As the believer 

obeys and loves Christ, Christ and the Father will in turn love the believer (John 

14:21 & 23).  This interaction is a love cycle which begins with God.  When the 

believer finds himself in this revolving cycle then hears and obeys, he will be 

drawn ever closer to the Lord, thus, abiding in His love.  Over the course of His 

ministry, Jesus made numerous directives teaching with clarity and authority.   

  

Jesus explained the purpose for obedience.  He told them the reason He has 

taken the time to speak these words of exhortation and admonition.  Joy is the 

reason.  Jesus wanted the disciples to share in His joy. The Greek noun that the 

Evangelist John used could be translated “joy”; it conveys the idea of gladness, 

rejoicing, and delight. It is associated with life and is the antonym of sorrow.   

Jesus expressed His desire to share His love, joy, and peace (14:27) with the 

disciples.  These attributes are the fruit of the Spirit – love, joy, and peace all 

proceed from God.  Hence, when Jesus used the pronoun “my”, He was 

referring to JOY which can only come from God.  He wanted His disciples to 

abound with this type of fruit.    

 

The prerequisite for full or complete joy is an abiding life.  The one who abides 

will experience everlasting life as Jesus described in John 7:38:  “He who believes 

in me, as the scripture says, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water.”  John 

wanted believers to experience maximum joy.  Jesus’ joy was His inner delight 

which resulted from His obedience.  Jesus knew the will of His Father and was 

delighted to be an integral part of His Father’s plan.  Jesus also knew His time of 

sorrow and suffering was limited, but incredible joy would follow.  He wanted 

the disciples to experience this same inner delight.  They were presently troubled 

and sorrowful, but Jesus wanted them to have maximum joy. 

                                 

Embracing the Father’s love through obedience and the Cross gave Jesus the 

JOY as the result.  Such result was a reward from the Father which is described 

as the joy set before Him: that lofty position at the right hand of the Father and 

His subsequent reign over the earth (Hebrews 1:13). God rewards faithful 

believers with joy (Matthew 25: 21 & 23).  The full realization of the believer’s 

joy will occur by then – during His reign as King of kings and Lord of lords.   

 

Jesus emphasized the importance of love by restating the previous command to 

love one another (John 13:34) in the same manner He has loved them.   Jesus 

provided an example of the highest form or level of love.  This level involves the 

resolve to put the needs of others before the wants of self.  The one who humbles 



himself in this manner shows the extent of his love to those for whom he cares 

the most.  The Greek term, which is translated “greater” is an adjective which 

describes “love”, speaks of degrees. In this sense, the superlative   or the highest 

degree.  The term carries the sense of being the most important kind of love.  It 

is a love with significant purpose and meaning.  Christ died for the world 

because of His love for lost mankind.  He wanted to restore man and bring him 

into favor with God.  God restored what Adam lost through His Son the Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

 

Jesus loves His friends because of their obedience.  This is another level of love 

above His love for the world (John 14:21, 23); it is a love for friends.  Love is 

displayed by actions.  The action of love in this verse is self-sacrifice.  

 

A new aspect of Jesus’ fellowship with the disciples is now introduced – 

friendship.  This aspect of friendship is not automatic.  Rather, it is conditioned 

upon obedience.  This is the first time Jesus has called the disciples His friends.  

Hence, a deeper level of fellowship is in view.  Jesus’ fellowship with His 

disciples has strengthened over the years, and now He views the disciples as 

faithful followers worthy to be called His friends.  The Greek word which is 

translated “friend” describes a favored companion or a congenial associate.   

The disciples have a choice to make with regard to being Jesus’ friend.  If they 

commit themselves to Him in obedience, they will retain this most revered title of 

friend.  To be a friend is not a synonym for a believer.  Only a believer can 

become a friend of Jesus.  “Friendship with Christ is not a free gift; it is 

conditional.  As the disciples grew in their fellowship with Jesus, they earned the 

right to be called His friend.    Being a friend of Jesus does not mean the 

disciples were instructed to refer to Jesus as their friend.  The friendship is one 

directional.  Jesus is the Master with the obedient disciple as His friend.  The 

condition of obedience makes a reciprocal friendship impossible because Jesus 

does not need to be obedient to the disciples.   

 

Jesus contrasted the status of a servant versus a friend.  The servant is on a 

lower level with the Master than the friend.  The friend has more intimate 

knowledge of the Master’s affairs than the servant.  The Greek word which is 

translated “servant” or “slave” in the Bible denotes the idea of service by an 

inferior or follower. The status of the disciples had moved from servant to friend 

based on their faithfulness.  Jesus was elevating them to a special status.  

Because of their status as friends, Jesus would reveal His innermost thoughts to 

them.  In fact, the Upper Room Discourse is a presentation of His inner feelings 

and desires.  They had the privilege of understanding more of God’s will now 

because they were viewed as friends.   Only those who are faithful are allowed 



this special privilege.   Jesus declared that His revelation from the Father was 

complete.  Since Jesus is God, He is all-knowing.   

 

The issue of election is discussed with reference to fruit-bearing.  Jesus 

chose/elected the disciples to be the foundation of the Church in order that it 

might grow into a mighty structure.  It is in this context that the abiding disciple 

should bear fruit and should even experience receiving   answered prayers.   

 

The word “chose” means to pick out or select. The rendering “chosen” seems to 

be more accurate because it does not indicate a specific timeframe or duration as 

much as “chose”.  The thought being conveyed is how Jesus has chosen as well as 

set aside these disciples for a specific and privileged purpose.  Rabbis did not 

usually choose their followers.  Jesus was not an ordinary Rabbi.  He chose the 

disciples as His representatives for Israel and the Church.  His reason for 

choosing them was specific with a view to their contribution towards the 

establishment of His church and rulership in His coming kingdom.    The reason 

was “so that” His disciples would produce fruit and their fruit would last.    

Firstly, they would produce a multitude of converts to Christ.  Secondly, they 

would grow in their fellowship with Christ and would walk in the Spirit 

displaying the divine graces thereof (Galatians 5:22; Ephesian 5:9; Colossians 

1:6). Thirdly, they would be the foundation of the Church (Ephesians 2:1922). It 

is important to recognize how all three aspects of the disciples’ fruit are 

intertwined.  The establishment of the New Testament Church depended upon 

their decision to abide in Christ.  By loving one another many people would be 

converted thus forming the New Testament Church.  We are  that  Church.  

 

The last purpose was the privilege of answered prayer.  The prepositional 

phrase “in my name” indicates how the disciples should approach the Father 

with their petitions.  As they continued to abide in Christ, their desires would be 

changed to the desires of Christ.  When their desires were Christ’s desires, the 

mood and intention of their petitions would be pleasing to the Father; and 

therefore would be subsequently granted by Him.  

 

Brothers and sisters, let us allow Jesus to choose us and love one another. And 

soon, we will reap the fruits of our prayers. Amen.   


