
 

THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – 11/19/17 

 

My dear people of God:   

 

We are two weeks away from the end of the Liturgical Year. We 

will celebrate Christ the King Sunday very soon.  After that, we 

will start the new Liturgical Year.   Today, Holy Mother the Church   

offers us wonderful and profound things to ponder upon.  Today's 

readings echo a wise message of spiritual investments. The good 

Lord Jesus invested in us, His chosen children. He expects to 

reap something in return.    

 

Brothers and sisters. Allow me to start our reflection for today 

with the gospel.  And let me say  that there is no time like the 

present.  Now is the important time.  

 

Whether we are good and faithful servants or are wicked and lazy 

servants, the “here and now”  will determine  our  future 

judgment.  

 

The future reward, to use the words of Jesus in today’s parable, 

“Come share your master’s joy” or “throw this useless 

servant into the darkness outside” depends on how we serve 

now. 

 

The talents were not distributed to each servant equally in the 

parable. One servant received five talents, one received two 

talents, and one servant received one talent. Why? Jesus said 

they were distributed to each according to his ability. Therefore 

each servant received just the right number of talents to match 

his ability. The first two servants produced a different number of 

talents but there is no differentiation in the words spoken by the 

master to the one who produced five talents and the one who 

produced two talents. The master says exactly the same thing to 

the servant who produced five talents and to the one who 



produced two talents, “Well done, my good and faithful servant. 

Since you were faithful in small matters, I will give you great 

responsibilities. Come, share your master’s joy.”  

 

There is not even one word different in the response of the master 

to the servants.  Why? They had both been equally diligent 

according to their own ability. The reward they receive is equal 

because they have been equally conscientious although they 

produced different talents.  

 

The third servant was wicked and lazy and did nothing. He had 

also received a talent according to his ability.  But he was not 

diligent and had no result to show his master at his return. His 

sins of omission caused him to be thrown into the darkness 

outside. 

 

I am reminded of a story very similar to the parable   which Jesus 

used in today’s gospel to drive home His point that we should use   

our God-given talents. I would even say – not just talents -  also 

but real possessions like money, land, and equipments.  The story 

goes this way:  

 

Once there was a father who had three sons and a daughter with 

Down Syndrome.   Each son with a special talent. The first had a 

talent for growing fruit. The second for raising sheep. And the 

third for playing the fiddle. Their only sister always stayed by her 

father’s side and she always   showed joy every time she saw   her 

brothers huddle around their father. When they burst into 

laughter, she also burst into laughter.   That was her world. Her 

dad and her three older brothers.   She enjoyed tapping her foot 

on the floor every time the fiddler played a tune. Sometimes, she 

jumped with joy on her father’s laps.  The father happily nodded 

in approval.      

 

One day, the father had to go overseas on an important business. 

Before departing he called his three sons together, and told them 



that he was depending on them to keep their only sister healthy, 

happy and contented in his absence. 

 

For a while things went well. But the father did not return soon. 

Then came the winter; a bitter and cruel winter it was. There was 

an acute shortage of firewood. Thus the first son was faced with 

a very difficult decision.  Should he cut down some of his beloved 

fruit trees for firewood? When he saw his sister shivering with 

cold, he finally cut some fruit trees for firewood. 

 

The second was also faced with a difficult decision. Food became 

very scarce. Should he kill some of his beloved sheep for food? 

When he saw his sister crying with hunger, his heart went out to 

her. He slaughtered some of the sheep. 

 

Thus the girl with Down Syndrome   had heat from the firewood, 

and had food on the table. Nevertheless, the harsh winter 

continued to oppress the siblings.  Their spirits began to sag, and 

there was no one to cheer them up. 

 

The two older brothers turned to their younger brother and said: 

“Play a tune with your fiddle for our sister”.  But he refused to play 

for her. There were days   when   the girl pointed to the fiddle 

hanging on the wall and babbled unintelligible words as if to say, 

“Play a tune for me”.  The fiddler would not budge.  She stopped 

taking her medication.  The older brothers pleaded with their 

youngest brother: “Play for her”. But he refused. In the end, things 

got so bad that she slipped into a coma.   

 

Then one day their father came back. He was terribly sad to find 

that his only daughter was lying in bed like a vegetable. He called 

in his three sons to give an account of what had gone wrong. The 

first son said: ‘Father, I hope you won’t be mad at me, but the 

winter was very cold so I cut down some of the fruit trees for 

firewood’. And the second son said: ‘Father, I hope you won’t be 

mad with me because when the food got scarce I killed some of 



the sheep’. On hearing this, far from being angry, the father 

embraced his two sons and told them that he was proud of them. 

 

Then the third son came forward carrying his fiddle with him. 

‘Father’, he said, ‘I refused to play because you were not here to 

enjoy the music’. ‘Well then’, said the father, ‘play me a tune now 

because my heart is full of sorrow’. The son raised the violin and 

bow, but found that his fingers had gone stiff from lack of 

exercise.  No matter how hard he tried, he could not get them to 

move. Then the father said: ‘You could have cheered your sister 

up with your music, but you refused. If our family is sad, the fault 

is yours. Now you can no longer play. That will be your 

punishment’. 

 

The First Reading from the Book of Proverbs spoke of a very 

productive wife that bears fruit in all things. She never sits idle, 

using every opportunity presented to her to increase the family 

wealth. Because of her qualities, she is far more precious than 

jewels. 

 

Allow me now to demonstrate how the Gospel and   the First 

Reading are closely related. The third son is the complete 

opposite to the WORTHY WIFE in the first reading from Proverbs 

31 -  the wife whose value is beyond pearls. She is like the first 

two servants in the parable, good and faithful. Our first reading 

gives a list of her good works but what we heard is only an 

excerpt of a much longer passage listing even more of her good 

works. She seems like a servant who received ten talents and 

made ten more talents. It is her diligence according to her ability 

that connects the first reading and the gospel today.   

 

We will go now to the Second Reading.  Saint Paul is telling us 

not to waste time trying to figure out when the Second Coming of 

Jesus will be, as we heard in his first letter to the Thessalonians.   

Yet not knowing when Jesus will come again is not an excuse to 

do nothing as Paul also reminds the Thessalonians when he 

writes, “let us not sleep as the rest do, but let us stay alert and 



sober.” Now is an important time. God has given us talents. He 

trusts us how to use them. We get to figure out and decide how 

best to use our talents for the kingdom.  

  

My dear brothers and sisters: Please take to heart the meaning of 

the worthy wife in the first reading, the  exhortation of St. Paul  in  

the  second reading, and   Christ’s parable  in the  gospel.  

 

We are on the wrong track if we think it is about ‘getting on in 

life”, or ‘making something of oneself. ’ These phrases have a 

blatant materialistic meaning which is foreign to Christ. Christ is 

talking about something deeper. He is talking about using our 

time and our gifts, to ‘seek first the Kingdom of God.’ But when 

all is said and done, Christ‘s parable is a positive one. We all 

desire to hear those sweet words: ‘Well done! Come, join your 

master’s joy.” 


