
 

 

Twenty-Third Sunday In Ordinary Time – 9/10/17 
 

 
I wish to make  verses  1-2;   6-7; and  8-9  of  Psalm  95 in today’s  Liturgy   as  the   

backdrop  of our  reflection  for today.   

 

Verses 1-2:  Come, let us sing joyfully to the LORD;let us acclaim the rock of our 

salvation.Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving;let us joyfully sing psalms to 

him. 

 

Verses 6-7:    Come, let us bow down in worship;let us kneel before the LORD who 

made us.For he is our God,and we are the people he shepherds, the flock he guides. 

 

Verses  8-9:  Oh, that today you would hear his voice:"Harden not your hearts as at 

Meribah,as in the day ofMassah in the desert,where your fathers tempted me; 

they tested me though they had seen my works." 

 

The response  or refrain   which goes,  “If today you hear His voice, harden not your 

hearts” adds more  strength  to the psalm. 

 

We need   to  be constantly aware   that   God is  always   inviting  us  to worship 

Him, to  thank Him, and never to  repeat  the  sins  of  our fathers  who  rebelled  

against  Him inMeribah and Massah  despite   seeing His  marvelous works. 

 

Having said that, we are ready  to understand  why Yahweh, the Lord,  mandated  

the  prophet  Ezekiel   to be the  watchman for His house, to  offer  repentance to 

the  wrong-doer,  plus the  accompanying    warning  of death to the  unrepentant.  

However,  there  was a  stern warning  that failure on the  part of Ezekiel to offer 

repentance to the wrong-doer carries  with it his (Ezekiel’s) culpability.  Obviously, 

Yahweh placed  a heavy burden on Ezekiel’s shoulders.  Brothers and sisters,  can  

you  hear the  Lord’s mandate  that  we must  become the  care-takers  of one 

another?     

 

How can we fail to recall the beautiful poem of John Donne:  “No Man is an 

Island” ?  

 

No man is an island,entire of itself, 

Every man is a piece of the continent, a part of the main. 

If a clod be washed away by the sea,Europe is the less. 

As well as if a promontory were,   as well as if a manor of thy friend's 



Or of thine own were: any man's death diminishes me, 

Because I am involved in mankind, and therefore never send to know 

 for whom the bell tolls;  it tolls for thee.John Donne 

 

 

As we contemplate on the subject of “community”, I cannot help but think of the 

victims of hurricanes Harvey and Irma.   Let us not forget those victims. 

 

Today’s first and second readings provide us with the perfect antidote  to the 

indifference and  non-belongingness  that Cain  showed  during  his dialogue with  

God.  In the Book of Genesis, chapter 4, verse 9, God asked Cain where Abel was.  

The arrogant' answer of Cain was:  Am I my brother’s keeper? We know that we 

are our brother’s keeper.  

 

If I have to stretch this part of the first reading, I could say without hesitancy that 

priests and parents are enjoined to act like Ezekiel. This brings us to the topic of 

shepherding.  Pray for me.  I want to be a good shepherd.  I want to reach out to 

those entrusted under my care.  I need to remind myself daily that priesthood is 

not a 9:00 to 5:00 profession.  It is a vocation that should make me available 24/7.  

As parents, let us be good shepherds to our small flock, the family.     

 

Allow me now to go to the second reading. And I want all of you to feel the 

powerful and persuasive injunction of Paul to the Romans: “Owe nothing to anyone, 

except to love one another; for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law.  The 

commandments, "You shall not commit adultery;  you shall not kill; you shall not steal; 

you shall not covet," and whatever other commandment there may be, are summed up in 

this saying, namely,  "You shall love your neighbor as yourself." Love does no evil to the 

neighbor; hence, love is the fulfillment of the law.  (Romans 13:8-10).  We all know 

that LOVE conquers everything and heals everything.  

 

We will find three parts in today’s gospel. They may seem related at first glance    

But they are three distinct sections.  It may be helpful if we try to see how the 

gospels were composed.  

 

First, we need to understand that Matthew’s Gospel was not written earlier than 

80AD which would make it almost fifty years after the death of Christ. The earliest 

gospel may be that of  Mark which was about 68 AD.   

 

Second, we must understand that the three Gospels of Mark, Luke, and Matthew 

must have been written before 70 AD, and that John’s Gospel  must have been 

written  between 80 AD and 118 AD. 

 

Whenever the gospels were written we realize that it was most likely thirty or more 

years after the death of Christ. The Gospel writers must, however, have used as 



their source material many of the stories told about Jesus either in written form or 

orally given by the original witnesses. 

 

Third,  we can intelligently  guess that these separate stories of particular incidents 

in the life of Christ were certainly circulating within the Christian community in 

those early years. Most of these accounts would have been factually based but some 

might have been a bit more fanciful and it was the Evangelist’s job to sort out the 

true from the false and to put this vast amount of material together in a coherent 

and credible way. 

 

That’s why we end up with sections of the Gospel such as the one given today 

which have three separate pieces of Christ’s teaching put together as if they were 

spoken on the same day at the same time. Simply by  looking at the texts we can see 

that they are completely unrelated to each other.  They  were unlikely to have been 

originally one unit. 

 

Please  understand  that this should not undermine our faith in the integrity of the 

Gospels. Rather, it should give us an insight into how they were actually composed, 

as  the Evangelists were  being under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit as they went 

about the process of editing the various stories and accounts of the life of Jesus that 

were handed down to them by oral tradition (word of mouth). 

 

Now, looking  at the text, we  know that  the first part would  spell  out the 

corrective  steps  to  settle  problems within the Christian community.  Here the 

words of Jesus provide a procedure to use in such a situation.  

 

"If your brother sins against you,go and tell him his fault between you and him alone. 

If he listens to you, you have won over your brother.If he does not listen,take one or 

two others along with you,so that 'every fact may be establishedon the testimony of 

two or three witnesses.'If he refuses to listen to them, tell the church. If he refuses to 

listen even to the church,then treat him as you would a Gentile or a tax collector.” 

 

In verse eighteen (18) we are given the text about binding and loosing. It is curious 

because we note that Jesus already spoke those words in verse nineteen of  chapter 

sixteen (Matthew  16:19) when He told Peter that  He would give him the keys of 

the Kingdom of Heaven.“Amen, I say to you whatever you bind on earth shall be 

bound in heaven,and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” 

 

Perhaps they are repeated because earlier  in Matthew 16: 19,   they were 

addressed only to Peter while here  in chapter  18,  verse  18,  they are  addressed 

to the whole group of disciples. We know that these words are the origin of the 

Sacrament of Reconciliation and so it is important that they are repeated and said 

to all the disciples. It is crucial that there should be no ambiguity and that this 

ministry of reconciliation is not restricted to Peter but involves all of the disciples. 



 

The last part  of the  gospel  speaks  about   two or three gathered in the name of 

Jesus  and   having their prayers granted.  “Again, amen, I say to you,  if two of you 

agree on earth   about anything for which  they are to pray,  it shall be granted to 

them by my heavenly Father.   For where two or three are gathered together in my 

name,  there am I in the midst of them."  It reminds us of the earlier phrase in 

chapter seven (7): ‘Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and 

the door will be opened to you.’   Jesus certainly encourages us to ask the Father for 

the things we need and promises that what we ask for will be granted.  Jesus 

concludes by reminding us that whenever we gather in his name he is with us. 

What greater consolation could we have than this?  

 

What greater comfort could we have than knowing that he is here with us right 

now at this Mass? 

 

May God bless us always. 

 

 


